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Context

VisionVision and Goals

Our lands and waters sustain all life and are the primary source of spiritual

inspiration, education, legends, history and economic well-being. For

many Northerners the land is an integral part of who we are and how we

define ourselves. This deep-rooted connection to the land is reflected in

words heard often across the North, “The land takes care of us, we take

care of the land.”

Our goals are:

• To protect special natural and cultural areas in the Northwest

Territories.

• To protect core representative areas within each ecoregion of the

Northwest Territories.

The Broader Context

There are many areas of land and water with special natural or cultural

values across thesr they may be of territorial, national or even international

significance. Many such areas are now protected under federal and

territorial programs. However, there are gaps in the existing system. A

Protected Areas Strategy will enable additional areas to be identified,

evaluated and designated.

The NWT Protected Areas Strategy (PAS) is a guide to promote the

community-based development of a system of protected areas throughout

the Northwest Territories. In August 1996, the federal and territorial

governments made a commitment to create a Protected Areas Strategy. In

April 1999, the territorial Minister of Resources, Wildlife and Economic

Development announced that the Strategy was approved by the NWT

Cabinet. The Strategy provides a means to identify, establish and protect

special natural and cultural areas in the Northwest Territories.

The Protected Areas Strategy should focus on developing an overall

framework and set of criteria to guide the work of identifying and

establishing protected areas in the NWT. The task of developing

concrete protected area proposals should be left primarily to

communities, regional organizations and/or land claim bodies and

processes.

(As defined during a multi-stakeholder workshop in April 1998.)
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Precedence

AdvisoryAdvisory Committee

In April of 1998 a multi-stakeholder Advisory Committee was formed to

steer the development of the Strategy:

• Akaitcho Territory Government

• Deh Cho First Nations

• Dogrib Treaty 11 Council

• Environmental Non-Government Organizations

• Government of Canada

• Government of the Northwest Territories

• Gwich’in Tribal Council

• Inuvialuit Regional Corporation/Inuvialuit Game Council

• NWT Chamber of Mines and Canadian Association

of Petroleum Producers

• Sahtu Secretariat Incorporated

Precedence of Land Claims Agreements

The Aboriginal peoples of the Northwest Territories have always had strong

ties to the land. Their rights concerning the resources of the land, and their

responsibilities for managing those resources, are being constitutionally

recognized through the settlement of land claims, the clarification of treaty

rights, and the creation of regionally based resource management bodies.

Such agreements affirm the leadership role of local people in land and

water management, giving them more control over protecting the land as

well as maintaining resource development options for the future. The

Protected Areas Strategy conforms to all land claims agreements (see main

document). In the event of any unforeseen conflicts between this Strategy

and such agreements, the latter takes precedence over the Strategy. Where

a proposed protected area is wholly or partially within the settlement

region of a comprehensive land claim, no process under the PAS, including

the establishment of interim protection, shall take place without the

consent and participation of the land claim body, and no protected area

shall be designated without the express consent of the land claim body.

“The land takes

care of us, we

take care of the

land.”



DefiningDefining a Protected Area

A protected area as defined by the World Conservation Union (IUCN) is:

An area of land or sea especially dedicated to the protection and

maintenance of biological diversity, and its associated natural and

cultural resources, managed through legal or other effective means.

Levels of protection can range from strict preservation to sustainable

commercial activities. In the Northwest Territories development of non-

renewable resources is an integral part of the economy and may be

accommodated within certain types of protected areas.

Protected areas are established for a number of reasons.

Some of these are:

• To protect specific natural and cultural features

• To maintain ecosystems

• To protect wilderness

• To preserve species and genetic diversity

• To protect important harvesting areas

To accomplish these objectives the Strategy will seek to:

1. Raise awareness of the need for protected areas and assist with the

development of protected area processes in regions with unsettled

Aboriginal and treaty rights claims.

2. Provide the tools to support the identification,

modification and/or establishment of protected

areas in regions with and without settled land

claims.

3. Establish mutually beneficial partnerships while

clarifying the roles and responsibilities for

identifying and establishing protected areas.

4. Clarify the roles and responsibilities for

identifying and establishing protected areas.

5. Define clear commitments for

implementation.
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Who

What

“Present and

future generations

of Northerners

will benefit.”

What will a Protected Areas Strategy Do?

• It will allow natural and cultural values to be represented in protected

areas in the NWT.

• It will provide a more clearly defined context for resource

development and conservation.

• It will reinforce the leadership role of communities, regional

organizations and/or land claim bodies in land and water use

management.

• It will help diminish concerns that future resource development may

compromise the protection of special natural areas.

• It will help focus attention on the need for marine and freshwater

protected areas.

• It will promote a more coordinated approach among organizations

responsible for protected areas.

Who will Benefit from this Strategy?

Communities, Aboriginal governments, regional organizations and/or land

claim bodies and all other Northerners will be supported in meeting their

long-term protection goals for lands, waters and air critical to the health of

their economies and cultures.

Resource-based industries and tourism interests will obtain greater clarity

about land status, land-use access and development options.

Environmental interests will see significant progress towards national and

international commitments to protecting representative examples of the

NWT’s natural regions.

Present and future generations of Northerners will benefit from the

ecological, cultural and economic values protected today.

Additional benefits of protected areas may include:

• tourism and recreation opportunities

• appropriate use of renewable resources in a sustainable manner

• increased clarity for non-renewable resource development options

• scientific research and monitoring studies

• opportunities for spiritual renewal

• educational opportunities



PrinciplesPrinciples of the NWT Protected Areas Strategy

These general rules guide implementation of the PAS.

Precedence of Aboriginal and Treaty Rights Agreements

The Strategy conforms to all Aboriginal/inherent and treaty rights, land

claims agreements and self-government agreements. In the event of any

conflict between this Strategy and such agreements, the latter will take

precedence.

Aboriginal Traditions

The Strategy recognizes the traditional land-based economies and cultures

of Aboriginal peoples.

Mineral Tenure System

The Strategy recognizes that the existing system for acquiring mineral rights

allows entry on specified Crown lands for the purpose of staking claims

and prospecting. Once a mineral claim is staked, the holder has the ability

to explore for and develop minerals, subject to all laws.

Access, Third Party Interests and Compensation

The Strategy recognizes and respects all obligations related to land and

water access, third-party interests and compensation needs caused by the

establishment of protected areas.

Land-Use Planning

Local land-use planning and resource management processes are to lead in

identifying community and regional interests in areas

being considered for protection.

Full Stakeholder Participation

A full range of stakeholders are to participate in all stages

of planning and establishing protected areas.

Information Sharing

All relevant information is to be available to stakeholders,

interest groups and the public.

Ecological Integrity

Core protected areas will be planned and managed to

maintain biological diversity and ecological processes.

In some cases, buffer zones with seasonal restrictions

and connecting corridors may be needed.
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Copies of this publication, the complete Protected Areas Strategy document

or any other related documents can be obtained from:

Protected Areas Secretariat

Government of the Northwest Territories

Department of Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development

Parks and Tourism Division

Box 1320, Yellowknife, Northwest Territories  X1A 2L9

Email: pas_nwt.gov.nt.ca

Documents are also available for downloading from our website:

www.gov.nt.ca/RWED/pas/index/htm




