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Intent  

This is an internal NWT Protected Areas Strategy (PAS) guideline that describes 5 kinds of PAS publications, who creates 
them, who approves them, and how they are distributed. 

Background  

A variety of documents are produced by or for the PAS. Agencies who have produced documents for the PAS in the past 
include: 

» NWT Geoscience Office  

» Geological Survey of Canada  

» Department of Environment Natural Resources, Government of the Northwest Territories 

» Canadian Wildlife Service, Government of Canada 

Each of these agencies has their own specifications related to the desired audience, approval, and publication process. The 
types of publications done by these agencies are attached as background. Consultants and environmental organizations 
also produce documents for the PAS. The PAS Steering Committee and the PAS Team have also produced a variety of 
publications. 

These guidelines are to help ensure: 

» consistency and accuracy in message, 

» that the PAS Steering Committee and PAS Team members understand the different types of communications 
materials available, how they were created, and how they should be used, and 

» a reduction in the length of time needed for approvals. 
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Types of Publications  

1. Steering Committee documents 

Approval level 

» Approved by the Steering Committee, with input from the Communications Team and PAS team 

» This type of publication requires DIAND and GNWT internal communications approval, which can be lengthy 

Identifier 

» Steering /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ΨǎǘŀƳǇΩ 

Types 

» Annual report, newspaper ads 

Distribution 

» public, website 

2. General public-oriented materials 

Approval level 

» Approved by DIAND and GNWT communications staff, with input from the Communications Team and PAS team 

Identifier 

» Loon logo 

Types 

» LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘŜŜǘǎ όŜΦƎΦΣ Ψу-{ǘŜǇ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΩύΣ ǎƛǘŜ ǎƘŜŜǘǎ όŜΦƎΦΣ 9ŘŞƘȊƘƝŜύΣ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜΣ ǇƻǎǘŜǊǎ 

Distribution 

» public, website 
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3. Policy Documents 

Approval level 

» Approved by Steering Committee 

Identifier 

» Loon logo  

Types 

» Guidelines for assessments (e.g., Guidelines for Research and Documentation of Cultural Values), Working Group 
standard terms of reference, approved Working Group terms of reference 

Distribution 

» public, website, Working Groups 

4.1 Technical Reports: Candidate Area Assessments  

Approval level 

» All Phase 2 and 3 Assessments should be reviewed by the Candidate Area Working Group. These assessments are 
encouraged to have peer-review (i.e., critical review by professional in the same field) if possible. The level of peer 
review can vary ( e.g., within the agency, outside the agency, one or more reviewers). Examples include NWT 
Geoscience mineral reports, ecological reports by Canadian Wildlife Service or by consultants 

Identifier 

» no logo, clearly identifies author 

Types 

» non-renewable resources (minerals, hydrocarbons), cultural documentation, ecological assessment, renewable 
resource assessment, socio-economic assessments 

» examples: Saoyú - ȵehdacho Candidate Protected Areas Non-renewable Resource Assessment (Phase II), NWT Open 

File 2005-01, Ecological Assessment of Edéhzhíe Candidate Protected Area, EBA Engineering and Canadian Wildlife 
Service 

Distribution 

» Working Groups, website, academic organizations 

» NOTE: plain language summaries of these are encouraged. These summaries and/or executive summaries should be 
posted to the website, the full document may be available elsewhere. 
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4.2 Information Reports  

Approval level 

» !ǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ΨǘŜŀƳΩ όŜΦƎΦΣ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ¢ŜŀƳΣ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ¢ŜŀƳΣ t!{ ¢ŜŀƳύΣ t!{ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƭŜŀŘΦ Could have some form of 
peer review, e.g., ENR Manuscript Reports. 

Identifier 

» no logo, clearly identifies author 

Types 

» Reports paid for by PAS or done by PAS staff that are of interest to the public. They do not necessarily have a certain 
level of peer review or PAS approval or partner agency approval.  

» 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΥ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ¢ŜŀƳΩǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ, Dr. Derek Ford's report on Sahtu karst 
sites, assessments that have not been approved by a Working Group (e.g., NWT PAS Phase I Documentation of the 
Cultural ValuŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ YΩłǘƱΩƻŘŜŜŎƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ YCb, Phase I Ecological Assessment of Bear Rock and 
Smokes, consultant, Draft Renewable Resource Assessment and Ecological Representation in the NWT: Pehdzeh Ki 
Ndeh Area of Interest, in house report). These reports are for information only, the contents are the responsibility of 
the author(s).  

Distribution 

» Working Groups, community groups, website, academic organizations 

5. Internal reports 

Approval level 

» !ǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ΨǘŜŀƳΩ όŜΦƎΦΣ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ¢ŜŀƳΣ /ƻƳƳǳnications Team, PAS Team), PAS project lead.  

Identifier 

» no logo, clearly identifies author 

Types 

» internal discussion papers, drafts of above documents, consultant reports 

Distribution 

» not public, for PAS team members, science team, communication team members only. May be posted on intranet 
(portal) site, but not on any other sites 
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Agency Publications  

» Four agencies have been involved in producing publications for PAS: the NWT Geoscience Office, the Geological Survey 
of Canada, the Canadian Wildlife Service, and the GNWT Department of Environment and Natural Resources. These 
ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǿƻǊƪ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΦ 

NWT Geoscience Office 

» The NWT Geoscience Office (NTGO) is a combination of INAC and Government of the NWT geologists and related 
professionals. They have published Phase 1 and 2 mineral and hydrocarbon reports. Most of their work now focuses on 
mineral work. NTGO publishes geoscience data in a variety of map and report forms with different audiences in mind, 
and with different levels of peer review. Two main types of publications are used for PAS work. NWT Open Reports are 
releases of raw data or uninterpreted data. The data have not been subjected to rigorous review, the intent is to make 
information available to the public in a timely manner, and allow access to geoscience data that might not otherwise be 
released. Raw data gathered during PAS assessment field work is published as an open report. NWT Open Files are 
generally final reports or maps summarizing results of geoscience research undertaken by the NTGO or one of its 
partners. Open Files are subjected to two rounds of reviews: an initial scientific (generally internal and external) review 
of data, interpretations and conclusions for content, and a final technical review for content and format. Phase 1 and 
Phase 2 assessments are generally published as NTGO Open Files. 

Geological Survey of Canada 

» The Geological Survey of Canada (GSC) produces most of the PAS hydrocarbon assessments through their Calgary 
office, along with their one hydrocarbon geologist in the NTGO. The reports are typically published as Open Files. Open 
Files can be maps, reports, voluminous data sets resulting from multiparameter geophysical and geochemical surveys, 
consultants' reports, preliminary, unvetted field and laboratory results. They are all critically reviewed by one specialist. 
The series is geared towards specialists (mining industry, land-use planning, geoscience students) rather than the 
general public. GSC has other publications forms such as bulletins, current research and popular geoscience.  

Canadian Wildlife Service 

» As a PAS sponsoring agency with a mandate to protect and manage migratory birds, nationally significant habitat and 
endangered species, and other wildlife issues of national and international importance, the Canadian Wildlife Service 
(CWS) does research in many aspects of wildlife biology. For the PAS, CWS has done its own research in several possible 
protected areŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ǎΩǳŘŜ ƴƛƭƛƴŜ ¢ǳΩŜȅŜǘŀ /ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Wildlife Area. This research is reviewed by Working Group members and the science team. These reports are not part 
of the formally published CWS reports. They are most similar to CWS Technical Reports. This series of documents 
contains technical and scientific information from CWS projects. The reports are intended to make available material 
that either is of interest to a limited audience or is too extensive to be accommodated in scientific journals or in 
existing CWS series. These reports are produced regionally and in small quantities. Extra copies are only available from 
the address printed on the back of the title page for a short time after publication, as most technical reports go out-of-
print within a few months of publication. Another type of CWS publication is Occasional Papers. This is a series of peer-
reviewed documents provides results of original research carried out by or supported CWS. Occasional Paper Number 
114, Key migratory bird terrestrial habitat sites in the Northwest Territories and Nunavut, 3

rd
 Edition, is an example of a 

paper whose co-authors include CWS PAS staff, and is used by CWS in evaluating possible protected areas.  
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Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

» As with other agencies, the GNWT Department of Environment and Natural Resources (ENR) has various publication 
designations. Manuscript reports are the most likely for PAS reports. Manuscript reports are the responsibility of the 
author(s). They are not official ENR reports and ENR does not officially 'stand behind' them. They do not contain 
management recommendations (although their contents may have some management implications). Because they are 
the responsibility of the author(s), they may or may not be peer reviewed - the extent and nature of reviews is up to 
the author(s). They do go through an internal ENR editing process which is primarily editorial, not for content. Normally 
they are sent up to ENR Communications and Deputy Minister as information items, not for approval. Their main 
purpose is to document work that is done (such as wildlife surveys or new analyses of existing information) so that it 
can be used or critiqued by others, and so that information does not get lost. Although they can be cited as reports, it is 
recommended that they are treated similar to personal communications in terms of their reliability. ENR also includes a 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŦƛƭŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘέΦ File reports are ENR reports that usually contain management recommendations. They 
have some form of peer review and are often used as an intermediate step towards a journal publication. It is unlikely 
that any PAS report would ever be published as a file report. 

 


