


An ecoregion is a relatively large area defined by similar climate, vegetation, 
geology and other ecological patterns. There are 42 different ecoregions 
in the NWT.

How Are Representative Areas Identified?
The best way to build a network of protected areas is to use a combination of traditional, community-based and 
scientific knowledge. Communities and land use planning boards have already identified many special areas for 
protection based on natural and cultural values. Using these areas as the foundation, Protected Areas Strategy 
staff are looking at the entire NWT to ensure that ‘some of everything’ is protected. Protected Areas Strategy staff 
map examples of areas in each ecoregion where all the different features of that ecoregion can be found, such 
as; plant groups, soil types, land formations and climate. These places are good options for representative areas. 
The next step is to look at other unique features that people want to protect, like mineral licks and hot springs. In 
addition to areas identified where no industrial development activities should occur, communities and land use 
planning boards have specified that development is a priority in other areas.

Updated May 2008 For more information, visit www.nwtpas.ca or phone (867) 920-3179.
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Protected Areas Strategy staff use all of this  
information to examine questions like:

	 •	 �Have representative areas been 
identified in each ecoregion?

	 •	 �What are the different options available 
for selecting representative areas?

	 •	 �If certain areas are already set aside 
for development, where else can 
representative areas be identified?

	 •	 �Are there certain areas that should to be 
protected because they have habitats 
that are not found anywhere else?

Protected Areas Strategy staff can make custom 
maps for a particular region or to answer a 
specific question. These maps are being used by 
communities, Candidate Area Working Groups, 
and land use planning boards to help decide 
what areas to protect in the NWT. Potential 
areas identified need to go through the standard 
routes of land use planning or the Protected 
Areas Strategy’s 8-step process in order to be 
protected.


